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'Big mama' bonobos help younger females stand up for themselves | :
| Female bonobo coalitions more easily defeat aggressive males| ‘ ‘ ]

Date: July 18, 2016

' Source: Kyoto University ’ :
Summary:  Bullying happens in the primate world too, but for young bonobo females, big mama comes to the v ’
rescue. Kyoto University primatologists report that bonobo females frequently aid younger females when ‘ "
males behave aggressively towards them. This partly explains how females maintain a superior status in ' 4 ‘. p
bonobo society. . . 4> \
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~ | Through four years of observation they found that all female coalitions were k

|| formed to attack males, usually after males behaved aggressively toward one

4 or more females. They also found that older females have better chances of

winning when the battle is one-one-one, and when females form alliances "

. || they always win over males. What's more, the older females don't play fa- I’
vorites; whether a younger female is friendlier with the older female has no re-

. lation to whether the older female comes to help.
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\ 4‘ '?1 "...selfish members win within groups, but groups of altruists bestgroups of selfi sh members." ‘/'3‘

\ 'rl\
LY E.O. Wilson

I — -
LY i S R S AT Ny 4 R
g A DI AT A AR -:‘

t..l»Jm gt ¥ ir sl A




